Name: George Hollanders
Company: Toy workshop Stubbur
Workshop address: Alda, Eyjafarðarsveit, 601 Akureyri
mobile: +354 892 6804
Email: stubbur@stubbur.is 
Website: www.stubbur.is 


I works as a professional Toymaker designing and manufacturing a range of timeless toys known by the brand name “Stubbur”. Most of the toys are based on Icelandic reality, made out of Icelandic sustainable wood and painted with natural colors, oils and beeswax. I also make one-off projects for individuals, playschools and play corners for companies or institutions. Furthermore I teach craft courses on a regular basis, give lectures and have thought crafts on all school levels. I participate in craft fairs and art exhibitions both as a visual and performing artist and when I feel like it organize art-exhibitions myself. I participated in a series for Icelandic children’s television (1996) where I explained virtues through the toymakers work. And have been active in developing new ways of craft teaching in Icelandic playschools. Recently I became involved in designing natural play grounds and am now creating a large scale project on developing this knowledge and possibilities within the play school sector in Iceland through EU coorporation. George has been a member of the British Toymakers Guild since 1994 and has received various grants and rewards for his work.

“I try to create from the heart. Nature and cultural heritage are great inspirations to me. I want my toys to communicate joy, beauty and peace - but also quality and an interest for live.”


Curriculum Vitae

Education: Reproduction Photographer, self educated toymaker and craftsman. Participated in a variety of courses related to handcraft. Member of the British Toymakers Guild since 1994.

Occupation: Toymaker – small toy production and one-off projects, craftsman, craft teacher, lecturer and perfoming/ visual artist.

              Exhibitions:  
•	1995-2002 handcraftfairs.  
•	1995 “skógurinn og við” the forest and us.
•	1996 íslenski skógarhnifurinn competition for the icelandic forest knife.
•	1996 Organiser of “Engillin” Angel a week of art exhibitions, lectures, dialogues and                    performances about angels in Akureyri, Iceland. Because of it´s great succes the art exhibition was also on display in the Cathedrals in and Holar í Hjaltadal. The angels where also shown in the icelandic childrens television.
•	1997 Warehouse in Thorshaven, Faroe Islands.
•	2000 Water, theme exhibition in theTown Hall Reykjavik.
•	2002 “Handverk & Hönnun” the icelandic Craft & Design organisation
•	2002-2003 SPOR Hafnarborg, Iceland and Kaupmannahöfn
•	2004 Anniversary exhibition Handverk & Hönnun  
•	2007 Christmas exhibition Handverk & Hönnun
•	2008 Organising and participating in the outdoor “resident bird – migratory bird” exhibition.
•	2009 Hertar sultarólar "Tightening the Belt" joint exhibition about economic depression and sustainable design in Verksmiðjan, Hjalteyri - IS.
•	2009 "Sign of the times" private exhibition about self-sustainabilty , Árbæjarsafn, Reykjavik – IS.
•	2009 "Freyja" joint outdoors exhibition contemplating on Freyja, Akureyri – IS
•	2009 Outdoors exhibition in Listigarðurinn, pallet sculpture.  Akureyri – IS

Grants and rewards: 
•	Rewards for best “craftsman” at craftfairs, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 2000.
•	1996 The icelandic forest knife, design award.
•	1997 Cultural price from DV annual price in Artistic Design.
•	1998 First price in souvenir competition for the town of Akureyri.
•	2000 Award for “Vatnskassin” at the “water” exhibition in the Town Hall of Reykjavik cultural city 2000.
•	2001 “Vermenn” first price in souvenir competition for the West-fjords 
•	2005 Grant from the” Framleiðnisjóður Landbúnadarins” (Farmers Fund)  to change cow stable in workshop.
•	2008 grant from Cultural Fund in Eyjafjordurt for the “resident bird – migratory bird” exhibtion.
•	2008 grant from the Nordic Culture Fund for the “resident bird – migratory bird” exhibtion.
•	2010 grant from the Cultural Fund in Eyjafjordur for circus course and mini festival "Bræðslan" in verksmiðjan Hjalteyri.





 Annað:

•	1996 television series on the icelandic childrens television about virtues - explained through a toymakers work.  
•	1997 Icelandic representative at a conference about  applied art in the Vest Nordic Countries, Faroe Islands. 
•	1998 Fullbright grant to Haystack, Maine USA.
•	1999 – 2002 Teaching crafts and design at the school  of Hrafnagíl.
•	2002 Design and crafting of the trophee for the Handcraftfair at Hrafnagil – theme Rock & Turf
•	2002 and 2005 instructing a “make your own didgeridoo” course at LungA an annual young peoples art festival in Seydifordur, Iceland.
•	2003 – 2008 craftclasses at MUF (courses for young adults).
•	2007 The Christmas Sign – 110 pieces special edition for the  Jólagarðurinn (Christmashouse)
•	2007 participant commitee for the annual Handverk & Uppskera festival
•	2007 Craft workshop for playschoolteachers at a Nordic Playschool conference in Akureyri
•	2008 teaching crafts at playschool level – project to make children more aware of themselves and their enviroment
•	2008 lecture and workshop about green design in the art and crafts department at The Akureyri Comprehensive College
•	2008 Circle of Life, lecture and workshop at the Remida conference in Reykjavík
•	2008 - until present day, initiator and head of the board of a local innovation centre for sustainable  design and job creation called "Grasrót" in the old shipyard in Akureyri.


